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Permanganate of Potash

There are many materials suitable for
pergola construction, varying from rustic
poles to substantial stone or brick and
tile erections. Whatever material is used,
it should harmonise with the other
garden features, and should be strongly
constructed or it will not be able to stand
the weight of foliage.

A substantial wooden pergola would
consist of oak uprights 6 in. square, about

A section of a pergola showing the method of
construction*

8-10 ft. high, allowing 18 in. to 2ft.
cemented below the ground; the uprights
should be spaced about 6-8 ft. apart.
Runners or bearers parallel to the path are
then nailed to the tops of the posts; these
should be about 6 in. by 4 in. in size.
Crossbars about 4 in. by 3 in. are nailed
across, spanning the path, the ends pro-
jecting 12-18 in. to give a good finished
effect. To strengthen a rustic pergola the
uprights may be placed in pairs.

A pergola on three or four sides of a
small garden gives a delightful cloistered
effect where it is desired to completely
block out surrounding views. Arches
should he constructed in the same way as
pergolas. Climbing plants for pergolas
need not be restricted to roses, but can
include winter-flowering and berry-bearing
climbers to add interest throughout the
seasons. See CLIMBING PLANTS.

PERILLA (per-il-la. Labiatse). Half-
hardy annuals chiefly used for summer bed-
ding. India. Foliage plants.

Propagate by seeds sown in heat in
March, the resulting seedlings being
pricked out and hardened off before being
planted out at the end of May. Grow
in light rich soil. The flowers should be
picked off to allow further development
on the part of the foliage for which plants
are grown.

SPECIES.

P. arguta.   July.   1-3 ft.

P. nankinensis is the species usually
grown for summer bedding, the foliage
is dark bronzy-purple in colour, and the
plants make effective "dot" or specimen
plants over a groundwork of a contrasting
colour. Sow in heat in March; plant out
in June.

P. ocimoides.    July.   -1-3 ft.

PERIPLOCA (pe-rip-lo-ka. Asclepia-
daceae). South Europe. Deciduous
climbers of vigorous twining habit, attain-
ing to 20-30 ft. in length, having brown
stems which emit a poisonous liquid when
broken. Flowers inside brownish-purple
and on the outside greenish-yellow, having
a peculiar heavy odour and produced on
racemes in July and August. Plant in
any ordinary soil in sunny position.
Propagate by division.

P. grceca, "Silk vine." Slender habit,
suitable for climbing over pergolas, etc.
The only cultivated species.

PERISTERIA (peri-ste-ri-a. Orchid-
aceae). Flower of the Holy Spirit. Dove
Flower. From the dove-like appearance
of the column. Handsome orchids with
fleshy bulbs and broad leaves. The flowers
are fragrant and large.

Propagate by division and plant in equal
parts of loam and fibre.    Allow plenty of
water when the plants are growing but
little when they are resting.
SPECIES.

P. elata. The Dove Orchid. Flowers
white spotted with purple. Fragrant, Sin.
across. Summer. Leaves 2-3 ft, long.

P. pendula. Flowers yellow and white
spotted purple. Autumn. Leaves 12-15 in.

PERIWINKLE.    See VINOA.

PERMANGANATE OF POTASH.
This simple and inexpensive substance is
becoming more and more important to the
. gardener. It is found to be one of the
finest of remedies for all kinds of fungous
diseases. It is also one of the best of